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TO AMEMBASSY BERLIN PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 182437 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: EEWT, EPAP, BTRA, GE 

SUBJECT: ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU SALES MISSION 

REF: STATE 175485 

1. EMBASSY RECEIVING IN SEPTEL PROPOSAL BY USDA FOR 
VISIT OCTOBER 3-4 BY SALES TEAM OF ILLINOIS FARM BUREAU 
TO EXPLORE MARKETS IN GDR. TEAM MAKING ONE OF REGULAR 
SERIES OF SUCH VISITS MADE TO EASTERN EUROPE IN RECENT 
YEARS. ITINERARY WILL INCLUDE OTHER EASTERN COUNTRIES 
AS WELL AS GDR. 

2. DEPARTMENT CONSIDERS ILLINOIS SALES TEAM TO BE A 
USEFUL PRIVATE EFFORT TO INCREASE SALES OF AMERICAN 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS TO EASTERN EUROPE. IN PROPOSING 
VISIT TO GDR WE WISH, HOWEVER, TO MAKE CLEAR: (A) THE 
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ESSENTIALLY PRIVATE NATURE OF THE UNDERTAKING; AND 
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(B) THAT OUR REQUEST FOR VISIT BY A GROUP OF THIS SORT 
DOES NOT AFFECT IN ANY WAY PLANS FOR AN ORDERLY DEVELOPMENT 
OF OFFICIAL TRADE CONTACTS WHICH WE HOPE CAN BEGIN WITH 
THE EXPERT-LEVEL DISCUSSIONS DESCRIBED IN REFTEL. 

3. WE ARE ESPECIALLY CONCERNED THAT GDR OFFICIALS WHO 
MAY NOT BE EXPERIENCED IN DEALING WITH US BUSINESSMEN, 

MAY HAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT VISIT OF SALES TEAM 
REPRESENTS OFFICIAL USG POLITICAL INITIATIVE ON TRADE 
RELATIONS WITH THE GDR. EMBASSY SHOULD UNDERLINE 
FACT THAT PRESENCE OF USDA OFFICIAL ON TEAM DOES NOT 
SIGNIFY USG SPONSORSHIP OR CONTROL OF UNDERTAKING. 

TEAM HAS BEEN ORGANIZED ON INITIATIVE OF ILLINOIS FARM 

BUREAU. ALL EXPENSES WILL BE BORNE BY PARTICIPANTS 

AND NATURE OF MISSION IS PURELY COMMERCIAL IN SCOPE. INGERSOLL 
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